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one of four sacred arrows to each of the four quarters of the
globe. A similar rite was performed by the Pharaoh at his
coronation and at the sed festival, and Professor Seligman,
who describes these rites, says: CI scarcely doubt that this
"shooting the nations" is derived from the Egyptian sed*
(Egypt and Negro Africa, p. 18). If bow ritual reached
Negro Africa from Egypt, the bow itself may well have gone
the same way,
The only student of bows I can find who believes that they
have been invented independently by various primitive
tribes is P. W. Schmidt (Zdtschrift fur Ethnologic, 1925,
pp. 63 ff.). He points out that the most primitive people
known, the pygmies of the Congo, use a primitive type of
bow which closely resembles that of the Negrito and
Negrillo tribes of Malaya and Indonesia, and that other
primitive races, such as the Ainu of Japan and the Gez-
Tapuya tribes of Eastern Brazil, have bows which resemble
these not only in their essential features, but in such details
as the way in which the feathers are attached to the
arrows. Similar bows, he says, along with others of more
advanced type, are found in Siberia and many parts of North
America.
The conclusion he draws is that if the pygmies and the
others mentioned had obtained their bows from more
civilized races, they would have obtained more advanced
types of bow; therefore they must themselves have invented
the bow, and passed it on to the more civilized races who
improved it. By this argument we should have to conclude
that, since the West Africans have the most primitive type
of firearm, they invented firearms and passed them on to
the Europeans. P. Schmidt's facts tell strongly in favour
of diffusion. If all these tribes had invented the bow
independently, it is most unlikely, to say the least of it,
that their bows would resemble each other so dosely3 both
in essentials and in details.

